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Course Outline 

The course offers a comprehensive introduction to QCA as an approach and method from a 
conceptual and technical perspective. Starting point is the presentation of basic ideas of set 
theoretical thinking; here, we will discuss the commonalities and differences to quantitative 
and qualitative-interpretative research paradigms. In the next step, set theoretical fundamen-
tals such as sets, calibration, and set relations as necessary and sufficient conditions are ex-
plained. Here, we also strongly focus on issues of concept formation in general. After the in-
troduction of set relations we concentrate on the central analytical tool of QCA: the truth ta-
ble. In this section, we describe and practice the construction and minimization of a truth ta-
ble. However, the truth table algorithm is not free of problems. For example, we debate pit-
falls such as inconsistent truth table rows or rows in which we have no empirical data and 
present several strategies how to deal with these issues. On the second workshop-day, the 
software tool fsQCA is introduced and applied to published studies. In the afternoon session, 
codes of good practice are discussed - or alternatively selected work-in-progress of partici-
pants. 
 
Course Program 

Friday, 5. December 2014 
10:00 – 11:15 am Introduction: Set Theoretical Thinking and QCA 
11:15 – 11:30 am Coffee Break 
11:30 – 1:00 pm Sets, Set Membership, Set Calibration, Set Operations & Set Relations 
1:00 – 2:00 pm Lunch 
2:00 – 3:30 pm Truth Tables Construction & Minimization 
3:30 – 4:00 pm Coffee Break 
4:00 – 5:30 pm Pitfalls in Truth Table Analysis I: Parameters of Fit  

 
Saturday, 6. December 2014 
9:00 – 10:30 am Pitfalls in Truth Table Analysis II: Limited Diversity 
10:30 – 11:00 am Coffee Break 
11:00 – 12:30 pm Introduction to fsQCA 
12:30 – 2:00 pm Codes of Good Standard and/or Discussion of QCA-Projects 
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